
T h i s  Ye a r

2019

2019 was notable for its chaotic weather from the time the vines 

began to shoot right up to end of the harvest. A relatively mild winter, 

with a consequent early budbreak at the beginning of April, was 

followed by an absolutely atrocious spring.

First of all, a cold, frosty spell at the beginning of May (unheard of in 35 

years or career!) destroyed the new buds in certain parcels, significantly 

affecting the future yield. Then, incessant rain that fell up to the end of 

June provoked shatter in the Merlots and the Cabernets.

And, to cap it all, this was followed by an intense period of drought, 

caused more by lack of rain than intense heat, that lasted up to mid-

October, reducing the volume of clusters by around 10% compared to 

the 15-year average. No surprise then that the winegrowers’ nerves 

were stretched to the limit, with the worry of not being able to fill 

the vats a little more in 2019, coming hard on the heels of a tiny 2018 

vintage, decimated by frost and mildew. 2019 will be remembered as a 

winemaker’s vintage, where vigilance in the vines and berry tastings 

were the keys to success. 

At the end of the day, we have come out of this campaign with a harvest 

of great quality, and notably Cabernet Sauvignons with skins that 

melted in the mouth, leaving flavour with no trace of bitterness. A rare 

occurrence!

As for volumes, we will content ourselves with what we have, as others 

of our fellow winemakers have far more reasons to lament the effects of 

nature during this 2019 vintage.

Château Tour de Pez is among the vineyards managed by the Vignobles de Larose group.

25th september to 11th october

H A R V E S T TA S T I N G  N O T E S
Deep ruby red with flashes of purple. 
A nose of red fruit, quince and raspberry with a hint of menthol. 
Rich and round with a dense, velvety tannic structure, this is a 
wine full of charm. Diverging a little from the AOC Saint Estèphe 
stereotype, it is full, well-rounded and fragrant, agreeably taut on the 
finish, and without a hint of austerity. 
An iron fist in a velvet glove is the perfect definition of this Château 
Tour de Pez 2019.

- Merlot 64%
- Cabernet Sauvignon 28%
- Cabernet Franc 8%
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AW A R D S

• Wine Enthusiast : 93 cellar selection
• James Suckling : 91
• Robert Parker : 90-92
• Wine spectator : 90
• Forbes Tom Mullen : 92

• Chris Kissack : 91-93

• Jeff Leve : 91

• Lisa Perrotti : 90

• Yves Beck : 90


